CHAPTER  XX
WHEN * considered in detail by Mr. Flushing and
Mrs. Ambrose the expedition proved neither
dangerojis nor difficult. They found also that it
was not even unusual. Every year at this season
English people made parties which steamed a short
way up the river, landed, and looked at the native
village, bought a certain number of things from the
natives, and returned again without damage done
to mind or body. When it was discovered that six
people really wished the same thing the arrange-
ments were soon carried out.
Since the time of Elizabeth very few people had
seen the river, and nothing had been done to change
its appearance from what it was to the eyes of the
Elizabethan voyagers. The time of Elizabeth was
only distant from the present time by a moment of
space compared with the ages which had passed
since the water had run between those banks, and
the green thickets swarmed thexe, and the small trees
had grown to huge wrinkled trees in solitude.
Changing only with the change of the sun and the
clouds, the waving green mass had stood there for
century after century, and the water had run between
its banks ceaselessly, sometimes washing away earth
and sometimes the branches of trees, while in other
parts of the world one town had risen upon the ruins
of another town, and the men in the towns had
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